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eached at the Vifitation held at 
*” Engb Wickham in the County of Bucks, 
3 My 36. 1671. 
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rk Maniſters Duty i is Remembred. 

Y Thr Dipnity Aﬀlerted. 
'sReconciliation with God, urged. 
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; je ord, be infant in mt 0n, Wh. of Seaſon, Reprove, 
e, Exhort with all leng-ſuffering #nd Dottrine, 2 Tim. 


Wo Servant, whom bis Lord oben he cometh, frall ind 
5D Matth, 24? 46# | 
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The Right ſs Faber i in God, 


WILLIAM, 


By Divine Providence Lord Biſiop of 


LINCOLNE, 


Al Felicity and Cceleftial Happineſs. 


WS 0 VU may moſt juSily Wonder at as 
<> attempt why I ( the meane$t of ſo 
"SS many ) ſoould expoſe my ſelf unto 
(S&, Publick view; and the manifold 
Cote C enſures which wil inevitably fol. 
ns | mr | | 
' Secondly , In this my bold addreſs unto Your 

| np in the Dedication , with ſo poor and bat- 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


ren - 4 Sermon, upor ſo- rich and. fruitful a Text , 
wherein ſo many glorious things" ſhould © be inſiſted 
on. But my fear is moſt the Cenſure of God; 
"and that I may be afraid to Cenſure others.. 

I confeſs it's better 10 be haled in by - force of 
others unto great Duties, then over haſtily to ruſh 
upon them. | ; 
Your Lordſhip. knows right well , That For- 
wardneſs argues Inſufficiency. | 

| They, are mede$t beginninige , which give hopeful 
Proceedings , and bappy Endings. ' Tet whan { con 
ſedered that Servant mas Condemned of Ewil, that 
gave God' no more then bis own, which; he. bad te: 
ceived, Matth. 25.27. Though but_ one Talent, jt 
ought to bave improved it. y 

Then with negle& of Cenſure, contented to-learn 
to be Comtenmed ; 1 adwentnred to © ſend. forth this 
Plain Sermon into the World, ſecended with many 
deſeres that the Bleſſing of Heawen may go aling 
with it , under Tour Lordſbips Patronage.  _ 

I Deſfiga nothing of Comtroverſie ; 1 inveigh 
not againſt any one; T would give no offence, 
neither ro the Jevv nor. to: the. Gentile, but 
eſpecially to the Church of God, 1 Cor. 10. 32. 
Nor yet to gratifie ſuch as are aceuStomed- to bu 
wane flouriſhes. , oftentimes contrafing Itching Eats 


do. begin t» loath the ſamplicity of the Goſpel, _ 
o \ - The 


.1The Bpiſtle Dedicatory, 


|  !yyill.mot\indgee ſound-Dodrine. 2: Tim. 4- J. 
43 .1The' efficacy of ' the t. Holy: Spirit: doth "more: +> 
pear in a naked ſplicit y : of. words., then in too 
much Elegancy., and: Neatueſs:.. 

' Hence Sxint Paul ſaith that. be. was ki 18 nya, 
Rudeiin Speech; ;y ct not 10-Kna\ viedge. 2 Cor. 11,6+ 

Your. Lordſhip is aot- ignorant. that the two great 
Pillars, upon which tbe K ingdomof | Satan #-erefed, 
ard b y which. it: is upheld, are: Ignorance and Errour 
The mo of theſe is ſo far from being the Mother 
of all Devotion , that Saint Bernard ſaith, it 5s 
Mater omnium Vitiorum. Bern. de ordine vite. 

Through the Power of the Goſpel , and our care- 
| ful Government, holy Diſcipline, we ſhall be much 

delivered from the ſe Miſchiefs. 

Your Lordſhip hath now a large Opportunity for Gods 
glory, and the Churches good, 'to further, and ho« 
nour, the truth of the Goſpel in the Power and Pu- 
rity of it while the Church of God ſhall be favou- 
red with Tour life, and bappy. continuance among 

us. 

The Lord firetch out bis holy tom together with 
| you 2n that great Charge commited to you, and make 
your, Lordſbip as 'great a bleſſing, as faiſhful a fawou- 
| rite unto Piety, as great a ſupporter and enconrager 
of the faithſul Minifters of the Goſpel, 'and the moſt 
| fincere, and Godly of your Lordſhips Dioceſs, as 


ever 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ever did. Preceed you, by ever ſball Sucteed you. ' ful 
then give you a''fnll and an ansple reward 5" that your 
laſt tranſlation may be to a newer fading Crown, and 
ſuch choice delights as never emred into the beart 


of wan to conceive. | 

The Lord of Heawen and Earth Bleſs you 
Lordſhip with many and happy days , and grant you 
true Felicity. Thus craving your Lordfbips partdm 
for my preſumption, 1 ſubſcribe my ſelf 


Your Lor dihips, 


Humble Servant in all duty 


and faithful Service, 


Samuel Gardner. 


;  Reyertnd and atar Sir,. 
—— A . 
ETaAving lately 


long ſince you Preached at a 
Viſitation:, concerning the 
Dignity and Duty of Goſpel Miniſters. 
I coule dono leſs, then fignifie to you 
how much I was affeQed therewith ; and 
how much 1 defire You would make it 
Publick, being perſwaded that through 
the Bleſſing of God much good would 
accrew both to Miniſters and private Chri- 
ſjans , into whoſe hands it may come, who: | 
cannot but be both delighted and edified 
by reading it; and learn thereby, the . one 
to be more painful in Preaching, and the 
other: 


other more cartful.in Hearing ; and both 
more C onfctencions 1n living tepularly. 
Howlſoeyer your W.ork and Labour of 


love, in'ſo Leafned and Powerful Jiſpenta- 
tion, ſhall be rewarded. Nor do I fear, 


as he who read your Sermon ſeemed to 
do, That any of the diſſenting Brethren 
that are truely pious and peacable, will 
take the leaſt offence at any paſſage therin, 
Which is all atpreſent from your unwor- 
thy Brother, Friend and Servant, 


Fobn Bryan, 
Toddingtov. 
Sept, 6. 1671. 
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PSSCSOCICCIICGACIECOERS 
THEMES 
Miniſters Dignity and Duty; 


A Sermon Preached at the Viſitation held 
1, . at, High Wickbam in the County of 
Bucks. May 16. 167 fo 


© 3 Gor $20, 468 
Now . then We are. Ambaſſadors for (brit, as 
'' * though God did beſeech you by us ; We Pray 
. . you in Chriſts ſtead, be ye Reconciled to Guds 


RETTzZ7 HE great Ambaſſadours of Kings and Princes in this 

"rv WEzP] infettour World Command Reſpe& and Reverence 
5 { from all beholders, 

And what innumerable multitudes ate there , whoſe 

we, bigheſt Ambition it is, to feed their Eyes in views 

h 2g ing and beholding their goodly and comely Order , 

4 \*., both in their acceſs for Audience, and: alſo in their re. 


; "Here the Solemnity is more hononred, a greater Preſence pro- 
'wſed'unto the end of the World. Matth. 28.20 .The very At- 
teadance*more glorious in nature then our ſelves, Heb. r. 14. 
*"The'Place more beantiful and amiable ; the things more” tich and 
[neelleric , ſublime "and ſpiritual.” * hs Pct os | 

" Ah-ineftimable treaſure is now preſented which excelleth all the 
Riches of the Earth, the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, Tv «r*C:x- 
never TAITy 7% xe. Riches that hath no footſtepy, which tannor be 
med- out; that is the propriety of the Word, * 2 + 

Y EE B | - Though 
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2 . Miniflers: Dignity and Duty. 


Though we are men of like Paſſion with your ſelves, that Preach; 
,- UMO you ,-ihat ye ſhould turn from Vanities: unto-the: living God 
« which made: Heaven and Earth, oc, 4fs-14. 5. for that: you are no 
; more «ble of your ſelves ro hear God ſpeaking to you immedately jn 
- his own Wiſdom ,; then J/racl, ip whole eyes the glory 0; God wis 
like deyouring Fire, and they as ſtubble tefore him, Za 
20. i9, X "= -, _ 
* / therefore let ;it comer Foo, That you have tis Fervenly Trex. 
ſare, though in"Earthzn Veſſels; that: the Excellency of the [our 
may be of God, and not of us. 2 Cor 4.7, 
.And hag is the pleaſure of the Alenghty God, to-hare i; {o 


' for his own 


lory , and your eternal Happinels., is it fic and ratio.” 
nal for: DuY and” Aſhes'to IDiſpure:;- ad to be'/atpry: with the Judge: 
of all the Earth d >Gey. 18-25. .,\f +4 
And for poor Wormes to rcbeb againſt cheir Maker, at. whoſe Pre- 
fence both Heaven and Earth doth cremble.. 
Here's Gods great Condeſeention, x4. hecauſe of the weakneſs of: 
our apprehenſion. And if there be humility of greateſt Povergy, yer 
there Ss aw-atteftation of preteſt glory.3 iThar-no Shan mig be of. 
ferded- ; -bne. rather. Rand aſtoniſhed with arn-holy atmiration at the 
infinite grace , wiſdom, mercy,. and: goodneſs of Gods | 
' Firſt, Thac bis own Son, od bleſſed for ever, ſhould aſſume hn+ 
mane nature to ſave us, to- unite a Clod of Earth: unto his Divine 
. Perſon.) _ That Chriſt ſhould give-this, World..fo- glorious, ſo map- 
nificently great, and fo happy a- Viſitation 7 Grewer Condeſrention- 
en'if ſome great Prince ſhould go into. an Hoſpital to- look on a 
{othſome diſeaſed Creature... ed ac, | 
©  Hete's ſuperabungant lave of. God in Jeſus Cheiſt , which tran- 
ſce.nds all the degrees of Comparyon. He 24 
Winiſtry of 'his Ambifſadors, that we would fave our ſelves from:ever- 
laſting ruine. That God ſhould look upon all the Children of men 
in their fallen loſt finfut and: miſerable Condition , with ſuch pity aad 
compaſſion, who have' made themſelves liable. ro eternal; Wrath, 
which they' underſtand not, which they are nor-able _co-bear, Thit 
God our of his infinite prace- and wildom {ſhould find out, and.pro- 
vide.a way and means of Salvation. : For the Children of mea his 
profeſſed Enemies. 
.” In the words we have theſe particulars to be conſidered. fl 
.* Firſt, The Apoſiles illagon, drawn from the Premilles, by which 
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Miniſters Diomity and Day: ” 
TwiTerr bath his Coherence, wich the precedent: verſes, And preſents. 
went ths in{tution , That we are nor hound re accepemattercof Re«: 

d, lgion ,' meely without all reaſon, and probable inducements, 2s 
no Secondly, the affertion of the Sabjeats by plain Enunciation; Fe 
in ae Amba donvs, ? 
Was Thirdly, che honourable Dignity of theſe Ambaſſzdours, they are 
Ti for Chrild ; Ambeſſadows' of Chriſt, ' -* 40 £412 | 
| Fomthly, the Authority of God the Father confirming this excel- 
Ea- let /Dignity, as thongh God azd beſeech you by w , and as if Chriſt 
yer tinſetf ſtood by and prayed men, ze» pray you in Chrifts ſtead. 
Fiftly, here is res conſiderata, & modi conſiderandi;,, Thie Goſpel 
o WM robeffie ic felf. TETLS (1 HEE 
0- Secondly, the way 'and. manner of Goſpet Minifters delivering of 
ige: WH Gods Meffape and Errand! unto the People; and' that not in a way 
of _ and rigour , but beſeeching and iatreating to be reconci« 
re- bd 19. God | 
Now the Doarinal truths which are to:be Colle&ed and: deduced - 
of- 612 herce are ehefe. : TIX | "4 ; 
yet Tirſbthar che Forndation of our eternal Salyation is lard by God: 
of- in Chriſt, God was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf; P 
the \eondly, Gods Miniſters have thar Commiſſion from Heaven ; 
theycome in the Nime of the great King of Heaven and Earth, and 
be ff nt Commit fire. 
oe 'Thirdly,' ther God who might come irv flaming Fire to! conſume us: 
4” WF is moment; cometh co us in the greateſt Mercy, Tenderneſs', and 
101+ BF Condefoention, Praying and Beſteching vs to- be reconeiled Unto-bim., 
oR: Foarthly, chat God and Man: are- ar a great difſtanee, | 
; Rifcly, Reconciliation unto God was the moſt'' glorious work that 
an” BY efer'was wronpht, and the moſt bleſſed vrord that (ever way heard , 
bit I'moſt not: chink co graſp all: cheſe. - Bur' che craeh! efizt 1' intend” 


the o infiſt npon, is this : That it is the great Honour and' Dignity of 
vel- WH tie Miniſters. of che Goſpel to be the: Ambaſf:donrs' of Jeſus Chriſt, 
men" BY bit 1 will firſt ſpeak ſomething: of their Duty': and! then Secondly, 
ng tftheir Dignity, Thirdly, of mans reconciliation'to God, in the 
, cation, 0! , | . 

ſhit BY The words of 'my Text, 5 you'have heard'; are an ilſative Cott» 
950" BY thin drawn from the Premiſes; v2r/; 19/ there 15. ſer{forthithe' Recon- 
x bis tſatietion- on Gods part : He though Pars /2/a, the Party grestly 

udprievouſly injured and'offended' (the greatneſs of an offence grows 
my B 2 | voy wg 
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ng: from the digoity - and excellency of the -perſon offended; and this: 
po it-Crimen leſa majeftatic. [0 heinous and Capital, bigh Tres. 
fon indeed-agzinſt the Crown and. Dignity of Heaven ) yet contrives: 

and defigns this great work of Reconciliation, _ £ 

God -was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf ; namely by. 
IR and: Iaterceffion'z ſor 2s. the greatneſs of -the- injury grows 

from the dignity. of the perſon offended, : becauſe there the worth of; 
the offended perſori' is hurt}, ſo the worth of him that makes ſatisf4. 
Rjon doth grow from him that makes ſativfaRion ; becauſe here the-' 
yielding of honour is looked into , - which. depends upon the Dignity 
of bim that yields the bonoyr, = | | 

And hath committed unto us the word of attonement or reconciliz / 
ation. Kg Sipusyes by tpir + Avg dy The zaTemeyys ſhewing that a Mini- 
ſer of the was yr ſhould. have the Doarine of ' Reconciliation firſt 
fixed and placed in his own hearc, and fo ſpeak from his own heart 
to the hearts of others, and comfore others with thoſe comforts:: 
wherewith' he himſelf hath been comforted of God. | 

When a manis no ſiranger unto thoſe things he delivereth unto 
others; bow many are there who onely have a humane knowledpe 
of divine things? | : : 

There is nothing more eaſie (ſaith Biſhop Hal, Cent. 2. Med:g1;) 
then to ſay Divinity. by rote , and to diſcourſe of Spiritual matters- 
from the Tongue or Pen of others; but to hear God ſpeakir to the 
Soul, and to Feel the Power of Religion in our ſelves, and to expreſs 
it out of the 'tryth of experience within, is both rare; and hard. All. 
that we feel not in the ' matters of God is but hypocrifie , and there- 
fore the: more we profeſs, the more we ſin, Lather felt what he ſpike, 
and had experience of what he wrote, and being to , ſpeak of our 
Juſtification by. Faith in Chriſt, ſaith he, In my thearc this one Article 
reigneth , even the Faith of Chriſt, fromwhom, and unto whow all 
my divine ſtudies have recourſe to, and through continually, 

' Saith S. Pax! *pos Tat]z Tis ixavic; and who is ſufficient for theſe 
things ? Who is ſufficient for the miniſtry of Life ?' Who hath fi 
and particular qualifications for ſuch places? for matcers of fuch 
weighty and june importance, for ſo great a charge as is committed 
to them? If a man were to paint, the Sun,. or to. ſimn out the ni- 


ture of a Soul, - who could . inſiru& .him what Colours he muſt uſe? 
It is not enough chat men have publick: vote for publick places, but 
they muſt have ſuitable Endowments, He that thinks ta a for God, 
muſt haye qualifications from God.. | 


There 
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Miniflerr Dignity and" Duty. 5 
There muſt proceed a miſſion and Commiſſion, or elſe whoſoever 


xuns.abroad, had better have aid ar. home, x Tim, 3. The Apo- 
ftle lays down their particular qualifications, who ſhall be fit for 


. fuch places, and he would have us look'to whom he hath qualified. 


That .our moſt Reverend-Biſhops; moſt inſtructed in the Government 
of the Church , and moſt highly dignified in it, ſhould take great 
heed whom. they. bleſs' : Such as may know-how. to. behave them- 
{:lyes in the Church, . This calling by man-is. not. to be deſpiſed. 
For it is not enough, as Luther obſerves, for a man to. have the 
Word end pure Doctrine, but he muſt alſo be aſſured of his Calling, 
and he that entreth without this certainty , entreth to-no other -". 


it to kill. and deſtroy, . For God. never -proſpereth the labour of 


' thera chat are not called.. And ofcbough they may teach ſome.pood. 
_ 


and profitable matter, yet they edihe not.. A Minifler -muft be 
Ungu©r. x 75m.3.3. given to Hoſpitality, a lover or uſer of Hoſpi- 
rality, according to the Apoſtles exhorcaion, as we have therefore op-. 
portunity /et x do. good unto all. men., efpecially unto them -who are 
4 the Houkold of Faith.. And: alſo after the Example .of our 

eavenly Father, who maketh his ſun to ſhine on the evil and on: the 


| food , Matth, 5, 45. ' And. for- that the .common fort approve of 


riendſhip by profit, Non ex beneditis., ſed ex. benefattlus, 
But eſpecially a Miniſter muſt be 44x apt to teach, ready to 
teach , ever ready preſt to-do any. thing which the Lord hath g:yen 


-him in charge; to feed the Peoples Souls with divine meat., to ap- 


prove himſelf a- Paſtor after Gods: own heart, . ever labonring to imi- 
rate our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Afatt. 5. 2.. who {© opened bis month 
that be taught the Peoplethe way of life and Salvation,and that with moſt 
admirable Wiſdom , excellent Grace, ſingular Meekneſs, ardent 


| Zeal , and Authority unuſual, not reſpeRing any mans- perſon, ſo 


that wever man Fake like this man, Job. 7.46. | 

And as God ſaid ro Moſes Exod.23.13. 1»4ll things that-] have ſaid 
wato you be circumſpett, NaWT Ye ſhall be. wary, or take heed to. 
your ſelves, that ye tranſgreſs not. So our Saviour gave the charge 
unto his Diſciples to be as wie as. Serpents ,. and harmleſs and inne- 
cent 4s. Doves, Matr..10. 16. | : 

Chriſt. would have them Wiſe and Innocent, The Serpent hath 


' too-much ſubtilty , but wants ſimplicity ,. and innocency, therefore 


the ſimplitity. of the Dove,. and the. wiſdom of the Serpent mike a 
hood mixture ; yet. of the two, it ſeemeth more ſafe to want wiſ- 
om then innocency ; berter to erre fer want of wit, then to de- 


q »? 


+ Feive with too much, 4 26 | Noctn= 


6 Minifters Dignity and Diity, - ' 
” "O" =, » . i . o x 
* 434, (v.21 20 .C! "23.3. D138 I [73 03933019 5197 ©y6 'T 
- Necemiſſgmi avitem qui non fmplices, lent Awltiſſims- qui 9m ſt- 
Pientes , preflat minus ſapere quam peins, errare quam fallere. 


Tertull. adverſus Valent, Cap. 2, 


" Thjs muſt be our rejoycing according/to that "golden' ſaying of 
the Apoſite., Fhat in '/implicity and godly ſincerity , not with fieſtly 
#;/dom, but by the grace of Got, we have had our converſation in 
the wiv 2 Cor, x. 12. ” | | 
: Again, a Miniſter muſt be a Labourer not a loyterer in Gods 
harvet* hereunto I alſo labewr, Rriving, faith the Apoſtle, Err 3% . 
#o7/@&yer9oe0,. Sweating 'and taking great pains, bearing the bur. 
den and heat of the day. Col T7. 29. Which may be moſt truly ve- _ 
rified of him-, who laboured more abundantly then alf , as his works 
in. the New Teſtament do. ſufficiently witneſs, Chriſt never bad us 
prey for, © loyterers, and lookers on; ſuch as will rather let their 
it == 'ruft away , then ſpend and: wear them away in the ſervice of 
"Fhe Miniſtry is q matter of Service; as an Honour, fo a Burden, 
None are caltted into Gods Harveſt but Labourers : And therefore 
what Work we. haye to do for God, we are to, pur forth our 
ſtrength about it ;'qur, great -Errand and byſineſs in this world being 
to. ſave Souls, we; are 'to apply our ſelves unto 'ir wich all our might; 
which'is the "Argument- of 'the Holy Ghoſt, whar/cever thy hand 
findeth to da, do it With thy might, for there is no work , mor 
device, nor knowledge , nor wiſdom in the Grave whither thou geſt. 
Ecclef. 9. 10. 

* Peremiab ſaith, ' Curſed be he that doth the Work of the Lord neg- 
| Tigently, or deceitfully, Fer. 48. 10. Malediln qui facit fraudu- 
lenter. Arias Mont. | TED. 

"If this curſe do not touck them, which do- the chiefeſt buſineſs of 
the Lord negligently, truly I know not whom the Prophet meaneth. 

Saith Paul to Timothy, Give attendance to Reading, to Exhortati- 
0%, to DoTring, mditate wpon theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly to them; 
wv 7574 19: bein them,; 1 75m.4.13. andafter the example of Chriſt 
& To!s T8 al 6s we I Wye ws; faith he, 7 muſt be about my Fa- 
thers buſineſs. Luke 2. 49. The Apoſtles profeſſed unto the multi 
. tude of People that came about them , that they would give them- 
ſclyes. cominually to Prajer > and to the .iniftry of the =_ 


bf "© " POOP v THE ——1 
Miniters Digaity aud Dit y: * > 
A496; 2. Many :<rive not im-cheir Studies; as not; calf'n3 upon. God 
For bis zffitaece therem ,. and bleſſing: thetenpon, 'by trequeat, tet- 
-vent and conſtant Prayer; which .is an-excellenc way 40 make a mans 
_ minifiry ſhine, And allo joyning taſting thereumco, as often as is 
.gonveniemt,” Chriſt excuſed his Diſciples 45 nor. faſting while he was 
with; chet'/ 3 .'Yur cook ic for -grabted chat (they would faſt, fo ſoon 
as. he oras gone from then ito Heaven... Matt, 09.1110 | 
This is that which feeds th- Soul with the-dainties of the Scripture, 
doth refreſh and comforc with Contemplation ttabliſheth with gr ice, 
and nouriſh with heavenly food, This is alſo the way to trace 
_—_— and to do ſomething im the World for the glory..of 
0 FTW 639,76 Pig. ena 
. | Tejutvions ſcripteraram delirinr Paſciemr, conteryylatione veficteny, 
| gratia ſtabilirar , catcſ(i pane natritur. Smorquot vires Oit- 
 qwenm widimau, ſine Jtjrmio now legemus aſcenaiſſe © me all- 
qued magnam moliti ſunt, niſi prizs abſlinentia praceſſifſet; 
+ © 2. 1 Eyprde Fjuno b& tentationibus Chtith, 
[ 7 ', 1 i; * I . , ' iT, 1 \ 
"That our pfofixing) may appear r0:all, many delivered out &f "ig- 
. "norance ,. many purged from their filthinefs,, when' we declare unto: 
eur People: allthe Counſel of God. Propound the will of God our 
_ "of che Word unto. the Edification of our People, when the end of 
- Paracbing i love-,. ont of , 4 pate heart , and- a. good Conſcience, 
and faith unfeigned, labour te ſave our ſelves and them that. hears, 
'1t Ta. nx. ? AV 5 ot by 7 SY: < _ wy __ 
This is the onely way to- be great Bleſſings unto: them amorgft 
whom' we live; when thouſands are enriched. by you, Many bleſs 
God that ever you came amongſt them ;' and: tohave many prayers 
of . the $1jncs: aſcending; io Heaven for a: Bleſſing upon''you in your 
-Niviltry ; this-/is no fall: mercy | .- Fo.bt inſtrumencal- for muchigood 
unto the Church-of God:, this is one of the preateſt* happineſſes 'in 
this world, To have large Opportunities for God and his Church, 
And when a \ iniſter is-a Voice, he is heard; Ignorance doth not ſi- 
 tenee him, nor lazineſs, nor abundance of preferment, nor indiſcreet 
and diftempered zeal; he is:a Voice m his Habit , 'in his Geſtore, 
'and' in; his Life and -Conyerfation ,, 18s 'well as in hs Dodrine. ©. © 
'/ Now the Peoples eyes will be taupht as well as: chieir ears, who 
otherwiſe, will be moſt unmerciful and ſeverely Critical, Noah: 
was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs , becauſe [his Life-was an aRtual Ser-> 
mon;, An innocent and: untebukable life. i3'a; filent toſtitaony of " 
C | good: 
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I Miniflirr Dignity and Duty. 
good, Midiſter, : Bur eſpecially when we manifeſt our love to Chriſt 
by feeding bis! freep, Johi21. 15. By doing all that belongeth tothe 
office of a good Shepherd to his ſheep ; either young and tender, or 
Nrong and well grown. {his is alſo a ſure argument 'of the Mini- 
ſers-love to Chriſt , when he doth:Conſcionably | labour. to Edifie 
thoſe; whom-Chriſt -loyech, and: for whom be dyed. : When we la: 
| bour to approve our ſelves abundantly ite: the Church of God, a 
tothe Conſciences of -men' + Bur'not unto their humours. -/ 
To anſwer che end 'of our Education, the Coſt and expence of 
. God, Parents, and School-maſters, the expeRation of Friends, and 
any who have ſhewed us kindneſs. | | | 
And now what infinite pity is ie,that any one way of ſin ſhould ever 
.Nand vp to hinder us from ſerving of God, in the Goſpel of his 
Son ? or rob us of our Excellency , and Beauty, and Strength, and 
Glory: So much ſia and luſts., ſo. much loſs -of excellency. Ger. 


49. 4+ | [6 
When there is eicher. lewdnefs or negligence of them that are able 
to do well in their Miniſtry, and yet do contrary , although your 
. words be never ſo lond-; 'yet if your: works: be lewd; though 'you 
were ſons of Thunder, yet a crack-in the Inſtrument will ſpoil the 
ſound. Sin even in Ignorance is a talent of Lead ; but fin in Know- 
ledge is a Miliione. to: fink a man to the loweſt..: Bona roſcere, & 
mala 'facere , to know good, and -do-ill, makes a mans own mitts 
a1 Hell. 1 - | 31142 7s U, 2 D1z 
The pleaſures of (in are dear bought in any , but eſpecially jn 
a Miniſter, Heb.6.6, . This doth a world: of miſchief and burt both 
in heaven and earth, The Miniſter | that ſpends himſelf like a Ta- 
per to give light unto -others , -muſt not himſelf go out with an ill 
fayour. When ſach a'one as Dawvd: ſinned, he gave: great occafion 
10::the enemies: of :God | to blaſpheme ;- others: may ſwear and ſweag- 
ger, and; they matter not; nor wonder not, 2 Seamil2, 4: 
This: was the reaſon why the 7»dians refuſed the Goſpel broughe 
by the Spariards. : becauſe their lives were more ſavage then choſe 
Savapes.. It is ſaid of . Hophni and Phinehas, that although they were 
the Lords-Prieſts., yet they, were ſons. of Belia/ , 'they knew not 
the Lord:; : and 'by their ſinful and - corrupt Szcrificing , they: made 
the People abhor- the Sacrifice. '#' Saw. 2.12. So many by their-taw 
indigeſted flabbering of the Word, for want of ſtudy and meditati- 
on, do make:men think that there is-no more. Wiſdom, Purity, Per- 
| feQion, Majeſty arid Glory, then they. ſhew out of it , — 
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Minifters Diguity and Duty. 9 
they lay at home,and ſay, They know as much as the Miniſter could 
tell they, When in a whole Sermon the hearer cou!d not pick out 
gneNote more, then he could gather himſelf. 

Good Matter ſlabbered up in rude and careleſs. words is made loth- 
ſome to the hearer, as a body mis-ſhapen with unhandſome Ctothes. 
| [8,Ha4,J A good Miniliteras he maketh Conſcience of Preparing his 
heart to lerve the Lord, fo he will not ſerye God with that which 
coſt him nothirg , He converfes much with God that he may be ho- 
ly; as the Object of his Preaching is Chriſt and the Goſpel, and the 
of Heaven, ſo he labours to be heavenly alſo, O bow gra» 
couſly ſhould we deliver Gods Errand co the People, arid they hear - 
it with fear and trembling ! Pl) 
Holy Duties call for holy Preparation : David waſted his hands in 
 inurency before he compaſſed Gods Altar, Plal, 26. 6. And fob in- 
| tending to ſacrifice to God in the behalf of himſelf and his Children, 
ſends to them ſolemnly to Prepare themſelves, And if this be nor 
done, if chey ſin not againſt more light, yer certainly againſt grea* 
ter obligations, | 
Nay, the very Heathens themfelves would not admit any to came 
to their Religious Services, unleſs they were prepared ; as that of 
| v£weas tO his Father Anchiſes, upon his return from the Wars. 


Tu genitor cape ſacra manu, Patrioſque penates, 
Me bello t tanto digreſſum & cade recents. ; 
| Virg. lib. 2, &nead, p, 176. 


Tivrefore they. had one that cried out to the people, Procyl hinc efte 
| Tipham, All you that are-anclean and prophane depart hence, and come 
w var 45, And ſhall Chriſtians who have learnt better things, rouch 
bvly things with -unholy hands, or anholy hearts > no, they 
wiſt'nor, they ought not, Holy Duties: call for holy Preparation, 
«dim-a moſt ſpecial manner of a Minifter, thatcometh ſonear unto 
ud, $0 muſt be — _ and without Or they 
"ne to: che: performances of any: : Iris true that che Duty 
Wife, bur men/muft: be ſanRified hecks duty. 

/ Againa Miniſter »maſt be aQive and vigorons inthe reproof of (in, 
"Prich Ke oral be 3nflant in 'ſeafon, ont of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, ex- 
ver'with all long -[affering awd defirine.Z Tim. 4.2. Young-T imothy mult 
| and Rebuke , Preachingthe ſame Truths with aged Pal. It is 
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10 Mimifters Dignity and Duty. 
Uoice like a Trumpet , ſewing the People their Tranſgreſſions aw 
ſine, Ia. 58. I, 

A Minſter muſt ſometimes change his note , differ from himſelf, - 
ſharpening his ſpeech, dipping his words in gall as our Saviour himſelf 
did, Ye Serpents, ye generation of Vipers, how can ye eſcape the damn. 
on of Hell? Whom yet we may find in another place , arr, F. as 
it were Piping and Dancing, and all melodious ſweetreſs, When Els 
»as the Sorcerer, would have obſtructed Saint Pa/'s Preaching , and 
have turned the Deputy from the Faith. Pax ſec his eyes on him | 
and cryes out, O full of all ſubtilty, and all miſchief ; thou child of the | 
Devil, thou enemy of all righteouſneſs. 

Ir's true the Goſpel hath not one hard and unkind word apainſt a 
Child of God, but always Grace and Peace from God the Father 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This is the Voice of the Miniſters of the ; 
Goſpel, Peace be to yow , and Fear wot « for behold 1 bring you good 
tidings of great joy. Luke 2. 10, 

Saicth che holy Apoſtle , Ye have wot received the ſpirit of bindage 
again to fear ; But ye have received the Spirit of adeption , Whertby we 
cry Abba Father,Rom,$.15. Itis never a Spirit of Bondage again inthat 
ſenſe and meaning, asit was before. 

But now on the contrary, there is nothing but woe unto ſinful and 
prophane ungodly wretches, There isa time to reprove finners and 
workers of iniquity, moſt ſharply, as well as to comfort Saints. 

God is content ſometimes that we ſhould derive from his Throne 
Thunderings , and Lightnings , and louder ſoxnds. Rev, 4.5. When 
Iſrael in Moſes his abſence corrupted themſelves in making a molten 
Calf, Moſes did not dance after their pipe, and laugh at their 1dolx- 
trous Image, and ſuperſtitious merriment : but wich great zeai repro- 
ved their folly, and with indignation confounded their Idol, 

So if the whole Nation be-grown Sermon-proof, fitteth ſtill andis 
at reſt , ſettled on the lees, prophane , Athieſtica}, ſhould we not be 
falſe Prophets to cry nothing but Peace } Certainly we muſt now 
Cry with 1/ai4.1/0 to a ſinful Nation, -W hen mens lives proclaim Wars 
againſt God , muſt we not denounce Gods Judgments againſt them? 
We would be glad at every Sermon to ſay' nothing but Peace to this 
Audience; but our God faith, There * no Peace to the wicked, We 
would fing with the Angels, Peace o» Earth, and good will toward: 
men ; but bow ſhall we ſing the Lords Song in  firange Land?Pl,137.4.We 
have Preached Glory, Honour, and Peace, and Salvation, and anin- 
corruptible Crown , and the choyceſ} delights that beart could i 


w__— 


—_ 


tot S-; DNS SEES TEES S727 = = a = 


| UML. 


| MainiSters Dignity and Duty. I'T 
mire not regarded : What remains then? but to Preach Indige 
nation, and Wrath, tribalation, and angniſh npon every Soul of man that 


dth evil, Rom. 2. 8,9, Fire from Heaven, Plague, Sword, and Fa- 
nine, Captivity, Emptied from veſſel co veſlcl, hurried from place to 


ace, 
qe and Clouds, and Darkneſs, and Torments for days and nights, 
and eternal generations of Years, | 

We have Piped unto you, and ye have not Danced, Matt. 11. 7. we 
have ſung, ith thee, O Lord, # mercy, that thow mayeſt be feared, 
Plal.130.4. Butnow we muſt change our note, 5th thee is Vengeance 
that thow mayeſs be feared. 

If the Spirit of Gentleneſs can do no good, a Rod muſt come, if 
the © Songs of Sz cannot Mollifie, the Thunders of mount Sina; 
muſt Terrifie, | 

1; though a good man, yet his Reproof wanted life , and indig- 
nation agtinſt fin; Nay my Sons, for 4t is no good report that I hear, 
1 $40, 2. 24 | | 
- ln the matter of Preaching , O what weighty things doth the 
Word contain > Truths that ſhould make the very bowels of the 
Migiſter to yern , and pour out his affeRions in the Pulpit, torouze 
wp the Peoples thoughts, and awaken them, from che ſleep of fin, 
and ſecurity, wherein they have lain fo long a time : Otherwiſe, 
when they hear of matters of Life and Death , Salyation and Dam-= 
ation, they ſit like blocks in their Seats as though it were no great 
matter, Thus the golden Bells of Aaros muſt be rung in ſeveral 
tunes, A Miniſter muſt labour to be like 7ohn Baprif, to be a burn- 
ing and a ſhining Lighe , more then a Yoce; there muſt be life and 
teat in bis Miniſtry. Fob. 5. 35. | 

A Miniſter had need of many rare and excellent pifts, to open the 
Kiptures , to deduce from them, to convince of fin , to lay a good 
bundation , ro move the affeRions ( which che holy Scripture is ſo 
full of ) And moſt certainit is that they-which are of the moſt pro. 
dgions, wonderful and incomparable parts, are moſt ſenſible of their 
oma inabilities, When God told doſes he would ſend him to deli- 
ret Iſrael , faith Ifoſes to God, Who am I that 7 ſhould go wnto 
Perach > Exod. 3. 10, When none in all 7/rae/ or Afidian was 
Gtiparably fir for this Embaſſage. | 
"Which of the 7/rac/ires had been brought up a Courtier , 
tShollar , an 7/-ae/;re by Blood, by-Edycation an Egyptian, Lears- 
Uin all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, and was wighty in words and 


*&ea:, As 7. 22. S0 that he was Learned, Wiſe, Valiant, Experi- 
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Enced, Yet he ſaith, zyho am 7 ? *Tis to be feared there isgfew a 
monglt us look Agoſes bis way ; firſt upon himſelf, his own inſeffci- 
encies, | 

How few amongſt us, that are namedto .any place, begins at 3/vſe,, - 
What am ]? where have I Studied, and PraQticed ſufficiently -before, 
thac I ſhould fill ſuch or ſuch a place of Judicacure ? where haye | 
ſerved, and laboured, and Preached in inferiour places of che Church, 
that 1 ſhould fill ſuch or ſuch a place of Dignity or Prelacy there? How 
few like Abram lefeto ſay in all bamility, 7 am bat Duſt and. After ; 
or Jacob, New ſum dignis, I am not worthy of the leaſt of theſe 
Preferments z But every manis vapour'd up into Air, and (asthe 
Air can ) he thinks he can fill any place, Many run into the Mapi- 
fracy ; many into the Miniſtry ; but who is ſufficient for any one? 
Whos ſufficient for theſe things? ſaith that #9 $u#91@- 53 Abye, Maſter 
of Speech, 2 Cor. 2. 15. This is ſpoken in the high Commendation 
of. Apolios, that he was an Eloquent man, and J'ui/|%s ar i Tei; yoageis; 
pewer/al , and mighty in the Scriptures, AQs 18. 24. ſervent in the 
Spirit, teaching diligently the things of the Lord. Therefore a Mini- 
ter muſt have his ſenſes exerciſed in the holy Scripture , even beyond 
the common fort of believers; ſo chat he may be ſaid. with Apoley, 
Mighty in the Seriptures; | 

And though he may and ought to make uſe of Councils ,. School- 
men, and Fathers with reverence; yet Apoſtolical Writings are one- 
ly co be appealed to, as the laſt Rule of Faith; 
© Thus baving ſpoken ſomething of the Miniſters Duty , though in 
this Grave, Worthy and Learned Audience ; not to be Your Inſlty: 
Ror, but ſo-as to: bring things to your remembrance. 
' Now it remains that I ſhould ſpeak ſomething of the Miniſters 
Dignity ; and for that you ſee it falls in my Text. 

1here is no Daty but the Lord crowneth it with ſome Privilcdge, 
Bleffing and Dignity, and that duty and: ſervice of the Miniſtry is ot 
excluded, but expreſſed more eminently and emphatically. 

Now then, ie are Ambaſſadonrs for Chriſt. ; 

This is thegreat Honour, and Dignity of the Miniſters of the G0» 
ſpel, to be the Ambaſſadours of Jeſus Chriſt. I 

Therefore we magnifie our Office : and this heightens our Calling. 
ſrom the preciouſneſs of the Truth, which is to be manifeſted dyw, 
The greateſt Myſtery in Heaven and Earth , that upon which depends 
the great weight of Salvatien,. a glorious and great diſpenſation is com- 
Witted unto us, _—_ 
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\ Firſt, Miniſters are called 1/atchmen. Son of man, 1 have made- 
thee a Watchman nnto the houſe of ]ſrael. Ezck. 3.17. a Miniſter bath 
relation, and is debter unto the whole Church of God. This ſhews 
the Churches dinger, and the Miniſters duty, carefully to watch, 
and co warn, to foreſee, and foretel| danger , this is the Watchmans 
duty, as not to be blind watchmen fiven to ſleep and ſlumber, //a, 
y6. 10; 


© And upon this very ground the Apoſtle exhorts the Hebrews , that 


they ſhould give Honour and Obedience unto the Guides, Leaders, 
Governours, and publick Officers of the Church , becauſe abey Warch 


for your ſouls, as they that muſt give account. Heb. 13. 17. therefore 


Honour, Reverence, Obedience and high Eſtimation is due unto them 
as the Servants of the mr1ſÞ High God, which ſhew unto men the wa) of 


| Salvation, AQs16, 17. 


Tois #youuivors. Newen queſivit ab omni- ambitione prorſus vemotum, 
& tamen anthoritatus maxim4, fi quis ſus munere ſantt4 fangatur. 
Beza inloc, Non dubito quin de Paſtoribua lognatur, & reliquis 
Eccleſia: gubernatoribus, Nam noque tunc Chriſtians Magiſra- 
tre erant, & quod vigilare cos dicit pro animabus , ad Ffiritnale 
regimen proprie pertinet, Primo obedientiam, deinds homvem illis 
deferre jubet, Hec duo neceſſario requiruntur, aut plebs fidem ao 
ſimul reverentiam Paſtoribus habeat. Nam quo quiſque plus labo> 
ris ſuſcipit neflira cauſa, & quo majors difficultate, wel periculo ſe 
nobrs impenait., eo [ummns ills magis obſtricts, 

| Cal. i» Loc, 


Secondly, Becauſe this obedience will make them do their duty with 


- joy and not with grief, With grief and ſorrow for your diſobedi- 


ence, when you oppoſe your ſelves, 'and are obſtinate, and rebellious, 
and ignorant, and ſet not your hearts eo Conſider of what is taught. 

Thirdly, Becauſe their Rulers diſconragement occaſioned by their 
diſobedience, will be unprofitable to the diſobedient , For that is mn. 
proftable, ſaith Paul, you ſhall be infinitely looſers at. laſt, mourn and 
be in bicterneſs at the laſt. 

The Miniſters watch for your Souls to win and gain them if it 
might be, The Charge of Church Rulers is the heavieſt of all Charges, 


' becauſe of Souls; the moſt affiduous and painful ſetting not of the 
+ body onely, but the Spirit on work; becauſe it is a Charge of watch. 


ig, the moſt dangerous of all Charges; becauſe the account of loſt 
ME 


14 Minifters Dignity and Duty, 
Souls within the Church, ſhall be required at their hands, 44s 20:26, 
27. whether they have done all chat which became them to do, to fave 
them or not ? 

All the People ought to watch. Mark 13. 37. and to be ſober and 
vigilant. 1 Pet. 5.8, Butthe Miniſter is to watch over all the Flock 
with a moſt vigilant eye. The two famous Academies of Oxford and 
Cambridge, are called the two Eyes of this Land, in compariſon of o- 
ther -places: And they are (i» Potentia many of them) to be watch- 
men; excelling in more clear ſeeing reaſon, men of Piercing under- 
ſtandings, Pure phanſies, Quick inventions, Converfing with God in 
the immediate dialefts of the Holy Ghoſt. Others ſee not but by 
their Eyes; they ſee wich their own what is wricten in the holy Scri- 
ptures, They hear { as it were with their own ears ) the very ſame 
word which God otce ſpake unto his People, - 

They can perceive the peculizr'and native Elegancy, the ſweet al- 
Juſjions,” and'Cadences of Words, with the rich and lofty expreſſions in 
the Original, whereas-others can but .drink of che waters which run 
through: the Chanels of Tranflation, they have recourſe to the Foun- 
tains themſelves, drink at the Springs Head, where the waters muſt 
needs be both ſweeter and clearer : For dulcins ex ipſo fonte bibun« 
tur aqua. Infpellio fontium, faith St. Anſtin ( de dotring Chriſtiana) 
is a ſpecial help for the underſtanding of the Scripture ; what need he 
wait upon a-Chanel, that may dwell by a whole Fountain? 

That T way digreſs a litcle farther. | 

Our Nobility themſelves, have delightfully devoted themſelves, in 
the morning of their time, to gather cheir choiceſt flowers out of 
theſe Gardens, Thoſe that ſtudy not the holy Languages, that dig 
not in theſe mines; they cannot find ſuch pretious Metal, ſuch good. 
ly pearls , fuch choice Jewels, | 

And ſuch of our Nobility as come tobe fervent lovers of ſound Li- 
terature , purity of heavenly Doarine, and godlineſs in ſincerity of 
heart, wherein true Nobility doth chiefly conſiſt (for indeed there is 
none truely Noble but. the Virtuous,) This is the way to add to the 
Renown. of all their famous Progenitors, and propagate an everlaſting 
augmentation, and increaſe of all virtue , and honour to all that ſhall 
ſucceed them : Like Rowavr who was Noble of Birch, but more No- 
blein his Martyrdom. Not the Blood of my Progenitors, ſays he, bat 
Chriſtian Profeſſion makes me Noble. | 

I ſuppoſe it 1s granted by all wiſe men , that there is ſome know- 

ſedge of the Tongues neceſſary to the underſanding of the py : 
be 
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for the Scriptures re underſtood by the ſame means that other humane 
Writings are; by the uſe of Logick, Rhetorick, Grammar, ard thoſe 
Tongues in which they are -exprefled : though it is moſt true, that 
there is a ſingular light of the Spiric, always to be ſought for by the 
faithiul in the Scrip:ures, co an 2cquired habir, though not in thac pe- 
culiar and ſpecial manner, when they were inſuſed by the Spirit of 
God inio the minds of men, 

Though the Penmen of holy Scripture wrote not according to Art, 
{ as fome tell us) bur according to grace, which is above all Art : (for 
unto them the Spirit of God did indite and dictate ) Yet they thar 
bave written of Art, have found an Artin their Writings, Mon enins 
ſecundum artem [cripſerunt , ſed ſecundam gratiam , que ſuper omnem 
artem eſt; ſcripſernnt enim que Spiritus its loqus dabat , ſed tamen ii 
qui de arte ſcripſerunt, de eorum ſcriptis artem invenerunt. Ambr. 


Periculoſe docent, qui prius non didicerunt. They are dangerous 
Teachers, and unfit for Watchmen , that neyer were learners. 

While they will not become Schollars of Truth, they become Va- 
ſters of Errour. Saith Chriſt , 7 wi make you fiſhers of men, yet 
they went not preſently out of the Boat into the Pulpir, he was three 

ear inſtruaing them : Chriſt commanded them co ſtay at Fers/alem, 
till the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on them; A#s 2. they muſt not Smul 
recipere & effundere , Receive in and Pour out at orce, Hers catecs- 
menus, hodie Epiſcopus, But firſt be well principled, and full fraughe 
with ſound knowledge, and good learning. 

As all the 1/raelites went down tv the Philiftines, to ſharpen every man 
his Sbare, and bis Coulter, and his Ax, and his Mattock, 1 Sam. 13.20. 
ſo in the Schools of the Prophets, ſtudious young men, do exceed- 
ingly ſharpen cheir underſtandings, grow, and improve themſelves in- 


ſenſibly. 
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Seconlly, Miniſters are called Prophets, ſuch as by cheinſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt did forecel the ruine of ſin, and the reward of yirtne, 
and were interpreters between God and Man. 

Prophets and Seers, ſuch as were immediately ftirred up by God, 
and extraordinarily aſſiſted by his Spirir, in ſuch weighty matters, as 
could not otherwiſe be effected. 

Now Prophets are of ſuch account with God, that it is ſaid God wil 
Ao nothing , but he wonld reveal it anto his Servants the Prophers Amos 
3.7. Kings, Prieſts and Prophets, were figures of Chriſt, all theſ: 
were anointed with Oyl, to ſhew that they had preater grace, then 
che reſt, But eſpecially the Prophetsare called Men of (-od, to ſhew 
that all that are of God will make much of Prophets for Gods ſake, 

And 7b ſpeaks of ſuch as owe of « thouſand, an Interpreter, that ſhew- 
eth unto man his righteouſneſs , and Gods righteouſneſs. Job 3 3. 23. 

Thirdly, All the people of God muſt work in Gods Vineyard. 1 Cer.3. 
9. but the Miniſters are co-workers with God. When we Reproveand 
Rebuke, and threaten for fin, God he threatens; when we Exhort 
for Duties to beperformed, Graces to be improved : God he Exhorts, 
when we Invite and perſwade, and Comfort by the Word, God he Com- 
forts ; and therefore thoſe things, which Gods Miniſters befeech , ot 


Command in the Name of Chriſt ; people ought no otherwiſe to re- 


ceive them, then if Chriſt Jeſus himſelf ſtood by, and commanded 
them : Therefore as Chrift was content to be Baptized of 7ohn Atatr. 
3. 13. ſo be youcontent to be inſtrued of us : And they that think 
themſelves too wiſe , to be taught by us, let all ſuck remember that 
"God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the World , to confound the wiſe. 
1 "Cor, 1. 27. Letthem thinkus choſe Fools whom:God hath choſen to 
confonnd ther. 

And all fach as account onr Preaching fooliſhneſs, we grant it unto 
them that periſh; For the Preaching of the Croſs « to them that periſh 
fooliſineſs* but wnto us'that are ſaved it ss the Power of God , and the 
wi{domy of God. 1 Cor. 1. 18, 24. 

we are Labourers _ with God, faith the Apoſtle, and of be- 
lievers -in general, faith he, Te are Gods Husbandry , Tillage, Field, or 
Bmilding, 1 Cor. 3. 9. which oughe to becloſely united to one another 
in the ſerviceof God. | FB"; 

Therefore they ought notito be rent into ipatties:-one from another, 
But the Miniſters are the Builders , to build men up-in Faith and Holi- 
teſs and inthe Comforts of the Holy: Ghoſt, Nor for that we 'bave 
deminton over .your Faith, bat ave helpers of your Toy. 2: Cor, r. re 
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Arid that the fear of God'tight be in every Heart, and the worſhip 
of Godin every Family, 'as fo many Temples or SanRuaries, | 

.- Fourthly, Though all Believers in general be the Servants of God , 
yet the Miniſters are the Stewards, and Diſpencers of the bleſſed myſte- 
ries of ' Salvation, Let 4 man ſo account of us, as of the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the MyFeries of God. 1 Cor. 4.t. 

-. The Magilirace is ( as-it were ) a Fingers of Gods Hand, the Mi- 
niſter a Stewardin his Houſe, though in a large ſenſe all are the Lords 
Miniſters, Saith Zautheyr, A Maſter of a Family hath ſomething to do, 
a Magiſtrate more, and a } iniſter moſt of all, 

Fifcly, Miniſters are called Stars, for that they muſt ſhine in the Fir- 
mament of the Charch here, ſhine others, and out. ſhine all others, 
zScars of the firſt magnitude, yea as theSunit ſelf ; When God (er 
the Sunin the Firmament, he bad him ſhine there, ſo when God ſets 
- aMiniſter in a place, heexpeRs he ſhould ſhine in his Miniſtry, The 
Heavens declare the glory of God; Pfal. 19. 1. now how do they doit, 
butto-the Eyes of men, and by the Tongues of men, for whom they 
were made :- For as a'mans Tongue is his glory, ſo it ſhould eſpecial- 
ly-de for the glory of bis God, But for a Miniſter God hath promi- 

ſed-moſt divine aſſiſtance, that he will be with bis month, Ex0d, 4. 
32, and faith Chriſt to his Diſciples, 7t zs not ye chat Speak, but the Ho- 
h Ghoſt Mark 13.11, Yet thatextraordinary Promiſe was moſt pro-= 
per to the times of the Primitive Perſecution, A Viniſters work isin 
amo ſpecial manner to Trumpet forth the praiſes of his God ; to ſhine 
inthe. firmament of the Church here, and to out-ſhine the Sun in the 
Kingdom! of his Father hereafter. 

They that be wiſe foall ſhine, and: they that turn many to rvighte- 
opſweſs as the Stars for ever and ever. Dan, 12. 3, Firſt wiſe for the 
flyation of their own ſouls, that when they have P reached anto others 
they them/elves may not become caft-aWays. 1 Cor.g. 27. Like thoſe 
Carpenters, that builc the Ark to ſave others, and were drowned them- 
ſelves ; Or like Porters of Great mens Gates, that letin others, but 
bdge w thout themſelves. 

Secondly, Gaining of others, ſaving himſelf, and th: that hear him. 
1Tim. 4, 16, Timerhy muſt ſave bimſelf and them that hear bim ; 
andi/then this is a pledge of our glory; the Promiſe is clear, they that 
tam many ro Righteouſneſs ſal ſine as the Stars for ever wid 
(ver 


Miniſters are like Lamps which conſume themſelves to givelicht nnto-- 
hers, And from hence ſome do ſtrongly imagine, that the bieſſed: 
; D Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle had a peculiar regard and reſpet unto Miniſters in that 2 C4) 
$5.1. For we know, that if our earthly howſe of this tabernacle were dife 
ſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe wet made with hands, eter. 
wal in the Heavens. q. d, dye when you will, heavenly wa»/on; are 
ready for you. oh, 14, 2. your eternal happineſs and bleſſedneſs is 
ſecured, which being ſo; thoſe Miniſters which are ready to ſay with 
Peter, they will dye tor Chriſt, O what pains then ſhould they take 
for him ? 

Miniſters are the Light of the world, in the places where they live, 
AMatt, 5.14. and where they are wanting, their People {it i» Dark- 
»eſs, and in the ſpadow of Death. Luke 1.79, that is, they are Blind, 
and Ignorant, Dead in tre/ſpaſſes and ſins. Epbel. 2.1. rophane, without 
all the Life of grace in them; they are abominable in the Eyes of God, 
and all their ations are odious unto him, they are under the power of 
Satan , and under the wrath of God. 

Though it is true, that Chiiſt is the true Light of the World, as 
well as the true Salc of the Earth, yet it is as true, that Gods faithful 
Miniſters are the- Sa/t of -+he Earth, Matt. 5.13, to make people (a. 
youry both in heart and life ;: fo that a conſtant, painful, faithful, pow- 
erful Miniſter Preaching to the Conſciences of men , there will be ſuch 
an efficacious effet of this, that even wicked men cannot fo eaſily ſin 
againſt God, 

Sixtly, Miniſters are called Axgels , Rev: 2. 1, now Angels are Spi- 
rits, ſpiritual ſubſtances, as the Yſalmiſt-fpeaks , he maketh his Angels 
Spirits, they are ſpiritual creatures; their Communion , their Food , 
their AﬀeRions, their minds are Spiritual; ſo a Miniſter, though he is 
a body, yet he is a ſpiritual man, - If you ſay, ſois every Believer, 
I anſwer , Buta Xfiniſter is a ſpiritual man in-a more ſpecial manner, 
as one that comes nigh unto Gad, his Office and Imployment is Spiritual. 
Divinity being of all Arts the-fupreme, moſt noble, and: maſter-piece, 
proceeding in a ſpecial maner from God himſelf, treating of God, and 
Divine matcers, and tending , and leading men to God, 

I, Tſe. 

For Exhortation to Miniſters, b.. they would be careful to teach 
the People : If people periſh for want ,of knowledge , ſhall Mini- 
ſters efcape who are negligent in teaching ? be ſure of-it: both ſmart 
rogether, they for their Ignarance, theſe for their: Negligence ; ſuch 
Miniſters have their doom in that Scripture, Hoſea 4. 6. Becauſe thou 
hat rejeed knowledge, I will rejefÞ thee, whole office it was t0 
inſtruct, admoniſh, reprovye, intreat, and by all.means to gue" 
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ple from their evil ways, O chat ſuch men would be pleaſed to con- 


fider , that the beſt ſervice they can do, the grexteſt honour they” ea 
grain unto, is to be faithfu] Labourers in Gods Vineyard: What an 
honour and happineſs is ittoa man, to be made a Common Bleffing 
unto all men round about him? to be Eyes to the Blind, Legs to the 
Lame, a Mouth tothe Dumb, a Staff to the Feeble, a Phyſician to the 
Sick, a Counſellour in hard Cafes, a Watchman in Danger, a Captain 
in Conflias ; ſo much, and much more is a Miniſter unto his People ; 
if be do his duty as he ought, 

And unworthy are they of that office, who ſcorn to take the pains 
that belongs to it, or think it an eaſie, or ſmall matter to ſave a ſoul 
from death, 

2. Vſe Hence we may ſee by what hath been ſaid, that the Office 
of the Aſiniſtry is no baſe office ; nay , the whole world hath not a 
orearer Office in it, The Apoſtle tells us, That Jeſus Chriſt the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth, was a Ainiſter to confirm the Promiſe made 
unto the Fathers, The office of a Miniſter is an Angels Office; the 
Angels of Heaven, the higheſt of them in their places , never 0 on 
greater Errands, When they cameto the Shepherds, what did they do, 
but tell of the Birth of Chriſt ? Peace on earth, avd good will towards 
men. Luke 2.14, And is not this our buſineſs alſo ? to treat between 
God and man, about eternal life? We are the Friends of the Bride- 
groom,” 7/4 are Ambaſſadonrs for Chriſt, and God doth beſeoch you by 
», Weare ſutors not for our ſelyes, but for him ; deſiring to E/ponſe 
you #nto one Hushand, and to preſent you chaſt Virgins to Chriſt, 3 Cor. 
11, 2. Our work is to Cater for Heayen, to feed the flock of God, 
1 Pet, 5. 2, to win ſouls, to gather together with Chriſt, 2Zarr. 12.30-« 
to bring in Cuſtom for the Kingdome of God. So that a Miniſter doth 
not darken knowledge, but his Lips keep and diſperſe Knowledge. Prov. 
15, 7. and the people therefore /i ould ſeek the Law at his mouth, for 
teis the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. 17al.z 7. openeth the window 
to let in the light; breaketh the ſhell, that we may eat the kernel ; 
putteth aſide the curtain, that we may look into the molt holy place ; 
rembyeth the cover of the well, that we may come by the water, 

Is he then a Contemptible perſon which bringeth the Meſſage of 
God? which hath the name of an Angel, the miniſtry of Life, or 
elſe what is the meaning of the Text, Now then we are Ambaſſadonrs 
for Chriſt ? 

Certainly the leaſt man in the 4iniſtry oupht not to be contemned. 
Asina Building, ſome bring Stones , ſome Timber , others Atirter , 
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and ſome perhaps bring onely Nails; yet theſe are all uſeful in their 
places; the yery Nails ferve to faſten the work inthe Building, 

Thus the Church of God is a fpiritual Building, ſome Afiniſters 
bring ſtones, like James, Cephas, and Fohn, Pillars inthe Houſe of God. 
Gal. 2.9. are more eminent and uſeful : Ochers uſeful pieces of Tim- 
ber, though not Pillars, others leſs; they may have but a Nail in the 
Work, yet all ſerve for the good of the Building, The leaſt Star 
gives light, and the leaſt drop moiſtens ; Grands dignitas Sacerdotum, 
&c, Hieron, in Ezck, Tie leaſt Ainiſter is no leſs then an Angel ; the 
leaſt} Nail in the /4iniſtry ſerves for the faſtening of Souls unto Chriſt, 
there is ſome uſe to be made even of the loweſt parts of men, the weak- 
eſt Miniſter may help to ſtrengthen ones Faith, chough all are not A-' 
poſtles, all are not Eyangeliſts , all have not the ſame dexcrous abilities 
inthe Aſiniſtry, yet all ediffle: And ſometimes it comes to paſs, that 
God crowns his labours, and ſends, moſt fiſh into his net, who though 
he be leſs skiliul, is more faithful , and though he have leſs of the 
Brain, like Facob in reſpet of Eſas, Gen 25. 27. yet be may haye 
more of the Heart, go away with the Bleſſing, and therefore not to 
be Contemned. 

L t aman ſo account of us, ſaith the Apoſtle, as of the Inifters of 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 1 Cor. 4.1. 4, d. Take 
heed how you ſleight our Afiniſtery; you cannot deſpiſe, ſleight, and 
contemn our Perſons and Office, and have Life and Salyation, You 
cannot have the the myſteries of grace, ſaving knowledge, regenerati- 
on, and faith, without us, effeRual calling, Juſtification, and glori- 
fication, What the Lord may do inan extraordinary manner, that I 
will not diſpute ; but this is Gods ordinary way, which he bath eſtabliſh- 
ed, and v e may not expeRt another; not a new Reyelation from hez- 
ven. Rom. 10. 14, How ſhall they believe in him of Whom they have 
not beard, and how fhall they hear Without a Preacher, AQs 26.17, 
18. Saith God to Paxl, 7 ſend thee to the Gentiles, to open their yes, 
and to turn them from darkneſs to light. There is EffeRual calling ; 
under which is colnprehended union with Chriſt , Regeneration, ina- 

bling us unto Repentance towards God, and Faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, | That they may receive remiſſion of ſins. ] there is ju- 
Rification , under which is contained Gods remiffion of our ſins, and 
his acceptation of our perſons, unto Life and Salvation. [| And anin- 
heritance among them that are ſanRiffed, ] There is plorifica- 
on. under which is couched as well Gods gloriſying of us ia this 
IC 5 
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Firſt, By conferring upon us glorious priviledges, as Adoption , 
Kingſhip, crowning every good ſoul with chat ſtile, Rega/e ſacerdo' um, 
Rojal Pricfthood 1 Pet. 3. 9. to be Royal without Prieſthood, ſeemed 
not to him Dignity enough , and indeed of all the Offices of Chriſt 
bis Prieſthood is the main, 

Secondly, Imparting to us herein this world glorious graces, and 
thereby inabliog us to glorious performances, 

Thirdly, His Crowning us with glorious Joys, and ſweet peace of 
Conſcience. | 

So then, that which 1 clearly colle&t from the words, is this; That 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, is the means appointed by God, where. 
by we ſhall be Called, Juſtified, and SanRified, Therefore our Office 
is a0 mean Office. 

When'the Prophet E1i/94 ſent fot Naawan the Leper, to come un- 
to him, theſe were his words, He ſhall know that there is a Prophet 
is 1{rael. 2 Kings 5. 8. :s though all the glory of 7/-ac! were chiefly 
in this, that they had Prophets, and others had none, 

So when Z/i/ſha was dying, Joaſh the King wept over his face, and 
crjed, O my Father, my Father ; the Chariot of Iſrael, and the Horſe 
wen thereof, 2 Kings 13. 14. Shewing that the Chariots of 1/+ael , 
and the Horſemen thereof,do not ſo ſafe guard a City as the Prophets 
which teach ic, and pray for it, 

How joyful and glad was Zy4dia when ſhe could draw, and conſtrain 
Perl, and S;las to her houſe? 7f ye have judged me faithful to the 
Lord, ſaith ſhe, come into my Houſe, and abide there. AQts 16, 15, 
ſhewing that never any Gueſts were ſo Welcome to her Houſe before, 

The Shanamite perceiving that Z/;ſba was an holy man of God , 
ſpake unto. her husband to build a new Room to welcome him, and to 
keep him with her, ſhe thought all the places in her bouſe too bad for 
him. 2 Kings 4. 9, 10. | 

How much did the Galatiavs make of St. Pea? that he ſaich, They 
would have plucked out their own eyes, if it had been poſlible, to haye 
done him good. Gal. 4. 15. 

How beantiful are the fret of them, that Preach the Goſpel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things. Rom. 10. 15. Soitisevident, 
and manifeſt that once a Miniſter was eſteemed like a Miniſter. And 
hath God bidden you deſpiſe them now, which bad you honour them 
before? x Tim. 5-17. Letthe Elders that Rule well , be accounted 
worthy of double honour,eſpecially they who Labour in Word and Do- 


Arine, 
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Such as apply their ſpirits moſt to the glory of God, and the Publick 
.eſpecially ſuch as are 75mothies in their houſes,Chryſofows in their 
Palpits, S.C bryſoftom was ſuch a golden mouth'd preacher, Mecllatifſi 
mw Chrifts Concionator , he was ſo admired for his ſweet winning +lo- 
quence, as that all the people cryed out when he waslike to be filen. 
ced , Satin eft ut ſol non Iuceat, quam ut nom doceat Chryſeftomms , We 
had better want the Sun, then the. Preaching of St, Chry/oſtors, 

And S, Auſtin ftndied to make bis language ſweet and. harmonious | 
and acceptable to Gods people. Some degree of Eloquence ſeems to be 
meet for a Miniſter ; for Aſoſes ſaith to God, 7. am not Eloquent.Excd, 
2, 10, 

3. Uſe. Thirdly, Hence we may ſee who are the beſt Miniſters, not 
they that can plot-moſt for Preferment, or can Preach moſt for Applauſe, 
anibitious of a little popular breach, but he that ſerteth himſelf wirh all 
his might to do good. He that winuerb ſouls is wiſe.Prov,11.30.becauſe of 
- the great difficulty of this work, he is wiſe to bimſelf,he lays up a good 

foundation againſt the time to come, They are the beſt ſiniſter chat 
carry people to heaven , though [ know a Converting work is not for 
us , but for the Holy Ghoſt , roftra habet in Cal, qui icords doe; 
Yet ſometimes the Lord is wonderful powerful and efficacious, by thac 


word which we preach, piercing through the very hearts and ſouls of 


men, and: leaving impreſſions of an immortal nature upon their ſpi- 
rits. 

How fain would Chriſt have ſaved the people of 7era/alew, the name 
13 doubled to exprels the truth, and certainty of hizggrezc affcRion. How 
often world 1 have gathered,&c. Matt. 23.39.) Godoffercd them mer- 
cy, while they had che diſpenſation of the means of graces 

And good Afiniſters like a Hen which clocketh her Chickens , toge- 
ther from the Kite, ſothey clock you together from the Serpent, They 
would fain do ſo;' | Knowing therefore the terrour of . the Lord, we per- 
fwade men. 2. Cor. 5.11,. the wrath.of God is ariunſupporeable burthen; 
Who is able co dwell wich devouring fires. and -everſaſting burnings'? 
therefore would we perſwade men, all men, When 4grippa was almoſt 
perſwaded to be « Chriſtian, faich Paul, 7 world to-God. that not ontly 
tho, but alſo all that hear me were both almoſt, and altogether." As 26, 
=_ 29, - & good Miniſter would carry all his people to heaven with 


| How deeply \is 3/6  affeRed that the fin of atv. ey be forgh 
ven, Exod. 32. 32. t extraordinary zeal and love far the fſalyation 
of men? andas if his joy would have been utterly drowned _ 
| | >” deſtruRion 
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deſtruRtion of the Church, -or had nopart in the EleRion of Grace. 
Tertullian underſtandeth ir typically and figuratively of: Chriſt the 
good Shepherd, who was to be exhibited, and to Dye for the Sheep. 
Certe quidem bonus Paſtor auimam pro pecoribus ponit , ut Moſes nou 
bomint adhac Chriſto revelato, etiam in ſe figurato ait , þ perdis 
hanc popnlum, inquit & 'me pariter cum eo diſperde, Tertull. de 
faga in Perſecotione. Cap, 11, = | 
And it is true that Afoſes was a typical Mediator, and did atone for 
them, Exod. 32, 30. With what a bleeding heart doth St. Paz! 
ſpeak for the ſalvation of the Jews? Rey. 9. 1,2, 3. fervent appearing 
in the degree of it, with this nnexpreſſable adjunt', great heavineſs. 
.- Secondly, Continuance of it, Continnal ſorrow in my heart: for [ 
could wiſh that I my ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt. | | 
- And cruely we that are the Jfiniſters of the Church of Zng/and , 
mighc ſpeak this even with tears of blood, if we were able, when we 
conſider. how many people in England ſeem to looſe the hope of a 
good beginning, who bave ſuck'd cheir firſt Sncere milk of the word, 
that they might grow thereby. 1 Pet. 2. 2. in waiting upon God in bis 
publick ordinances, and bleſſed God that they might wait, ſeemed to 
be -in a good forwardneſs, in the of way of Life and Sal- 
vation, confeſſed that they have received comfort, and will 
ſtill ro this day acknowledge it, yet by reaſon of ſome who never (we 
haye cauſe to-fear ) were conyerted unto Chriſt, but unto- an opinion, 
Fantaſtical ſpirits. which-in Corners -pour out theif Poiſon | and come 
notat the Congregations , as Z»ther ſpeaks; and ſo they fall off and 
turn either unto Arthieſm , or Quakeriſm, &c, And there is no doubr, 
but chat this hath been no little grief and trouble unto onr godly and 
diſſenting brethren themſelves , -when they ſee ſuch ſad effe&Rs of that 
do&tine: which! they have preached.” ' It is one good argnment of piety 
td love the place where: God fpeaks, the houſe of his preſence, P/al. 
26.8; Bord, i:hawe loved the habitation of thy houſe; and: the place where 
thine honour dwelteth.. 'Asthe Sun ſhines: gloriouſly thongh no eye be-: 
hold it, and pure waters flow from the fountain though none drink of 
them , ſo Miniſters are the light of the world, though few be enlight- 
- oye , and 'thefalt'of the exrth, 'thotigh few be ſeafoned by 


4,” Vſe, Let methen Exhort you all unto this bappy Reconciliation 
with God. Reconciliation preſuppoſeth'a breach; and indeed this was 
the greateſt that ever was made by reaſon of the fins of man. 

'There'was a theayy. war- denounced in the inzmicitiar ponuam, _ 


| - | OO 
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Godraiſed a war between the Devil and. us. Ges. 3. 15;; Gods wrath 
provoked, man thrown out of Paradiſe ,, Curſed in his name, vature, 
body; ſoul, ſenſes, friends, and whatloever he takes in. hand, Adams 
Poſterity as well as himſelf became bondmen to. Hell; the Earth made 
_ barren for his ſake, and all the days of bis life he was to eat his bread in 
the ſweat of his face , . ſan an enemy to God, God and man at aye- 
ry great diſtance (1 mean a diſtance of Rate and condition ) and fo un- 
bappy man defireth co continue, never to haye to do with God for 
ever. | | 
And how fad and dreadſu! is it to confider, how averfe men are un- 
to all means that can be uſed to:reduce them, and bring them back #- 
gain to God, They think not of him, they ſpeak not of him , deſire 
not the knowledge of him,nor any of his ways. Job. 21, 14. | 
And ſome they can never be far enough from God, and therefore 
the Prodigal went into a far Conntrey. Men having leſt their Com- 
munion, fellowſhip, friendſhip., and acquaintance with God, deſire 
ſo tocontinue, like ſome of the 1/rae/;res, who began to. be in love with 
their bondage and ſlavery in Egypr. Wee, | 
And how many thouſands and millions have we cauſe to: fear there 
be, who are dead while chey live, or at the beſt but /akhe-warm , ſuct 
as Chriſt threatens to ſpae them owt of his mouth. Rev, 3. 16. ſerving 
of Godin ſuch a ſleight, perfunRory negligent and noms manner,only 
for faſhions ſake , and by fits, ſometimes perhaps pray when the night 
comes, hear when the Sabbach comes , faſt whenLent comes , and 
think ro. repent when death comes.. NES | | 

And alas all this while, they are under the wrath and Curſe of God, 
liable toall the miſeries of this life, to Death it ſelf, and thoce pains 
that are endleſs, caſeleſs, and remedilels. 

And yet men are in a golden Dream, and bleſs themſelves in their 
evil ways until the very -flames-of. Hell cake hold on' them. - The Lord 
threatens', he will not ſpare them, but bis jealonſfic and anger foalt ſmoke 
againſt. them, blet out their name from under heaven, Deut,22 20.(e- 
parate them unto evil.; what can be more miſerable and dreadful ther 
and deſolation ? | 

Let. me then inthe name of Cod Exhort you all to ſeck the Lotd: 
in good earneſt while he may be found, Know in this your day the 
things of your eternal peace, , without which you- had. better never 
ro have come upon the Stage of the World. O:what will become of 
men at that great Day ? that baveallth-ir time here been found fighters 
againſt God, treafuring. up wrath againſt the day. of wrath, At 3-4 

om, 


® 
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Kom.2; 5. every day carrying a Fagpot to'that ! ite, which ſhall burn 
them 'for ever, a Brand to that Kell, which Sin, and the Wrath of 
God hath made ſo hot already, Ofor men to be in the very ga# ef bits 
rermeſs,and inthe bond of iniquity | Acts 8.23.poſſeſſed with moſt wicked 
malice, ſlaves to the Devil to do all manner of wickedneſs ; to be given v 
eo blindneſs of mind, utterly deſtitute of the true knowledge of God, 
and of hisSon Jeſus Chritt 5 under ſtrong delufions , to take pleaſure in 
believing lies, 2 Theſ, 2.11, 12, This is the greateſt judgment thar 
canbefal you, unleſs the earth ſhould open and ſw.iflow you up, like 
Korah, Dathas, and Abiram, Namb. 16. 32, 33. when Husbands and 
Wives, Parents and Ctildreo, Maſters and Servants, went all quick to 
hell together. | 

Yet for ought we know while God in juſtice killed their bodies, he 
might in mercy ſave ſome of cheir ſouls. He that repenteth not to 
day., will have one day more to account for , and one day leſs to re 
pear in :- And who knows what may depend upon one day ? 

Yet Prayers and Tears may do you _ But ftsy a while, and 
+ Areams of blood ſhould flow from'yor, and you ſhould cry 
andhotwvl. co Gdd toall Eternity, jtwould never do it; therefore know 
your time; It isa happy thing for a man ro do a buſineſs in ſach a time 
wherein he may have che comfore of it, the benefit of it. 
"God proclaims and ſays toevery one of you, this day , Friend,poor 
3 av ever you expect to receive” thercy, look to it now : ' for now the 
wv) Scepter is ſtretched forth, now # the acceprable time and the 
of: grace and ſalvation , come inand accept of the offers and ren- 
ders of. prace and mercy now, or elſe you may be loſt and gone for 
ever, qus jan 108 credit impoſternm ſentiet, he that will not now believe 
ſhall hereafter feel, ſooner or later, The fnrer an hundred jears old 
ſhalt be accurſed. Ia. 65. 20. - T na res agitur now Dei ; thou art the 
pefſon concerned ,. this bufineſs concerns thy life , thy Eternal eſtate; 
wthre xaTevdZurs iavTol; 70 Orr, « yur exAv® foiv © Exgrairuy aa 
va8lc. (rf. in Loc, Itis not ſaid, Reconcile God to your ſelves, for 
God doth not make the breach, but reconcile your ſelyes to God. 
-;Centainly ix concerns men, thae have not made their peace with God, 
to ſpend: their days in bewailing their ſinfol and miſerable condition, 
t6-excbange all cheir carnal joy for ſome godly ſorrow, that God 
may givethem that in tears whichthey cou!d never findin ſenſaal plea- 
fires, that God may give them ſalvation ; Ts 5$41@yus Thy corner gv- 
rvyuirlw, Naz, Orat. 17, Godhath joyned falyation, with ſorrow 
; and dghing , godly ſorrow, and fighing is the ſouls food, and wn 
En 1 E refeion, 


_* 
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refe&ion; 'Therefore do not ruffle it out in the world, taking your f{1 
of Pleaſure,as if this world were made on purpoſe for you to. ſport in, 
Remember what the Prophet 1/aiah faith, 4nd what will ye do in the 
day of viſitation.? inthe great Day, Whom will ye flye for helpro x 
1fa. 10 3. when the tarth ſhall burn, and the Heavens ſhall lime, and 
the Elements ſhall melt with feryent heat;. and all che Tribes of the 
Earth ſhall mourn before the. Lord. Although the Lord keep mary 
terrible privy Seſſions, and ſharp and -ſeyere Viſications,: for to ktep 
this world in order, yerthe hath reſeryed. the great Aſſiſe, the prear 
Vidtarion until the laſt Day. | 
| And therefore is this a time to be carnal, and ſecare ?- and ſleeping ; 
when you ſhould be running for the Crown of glory ? to bean Athieſt 
inthe world ? P | & EN jo TY, 
T he wicked through the pride of bis countenance, will not: ſeek, aftew 
God, God is not in all his thoughts, Pal, 10. 4. orall his thoughts are, 
there is no God, noneſſe Deum ſunt omnes cogitationes ejns. Tunins, Thi 
% that fool that hath. ſaid in heart, there is no God. Plal, 14.1. *it is ra- 
ther an Option then an. Opinion, faith'S. Afi»; He.could be content 
there was none. 7ta taciens loguntan eff impins, non eff: Bens, vel ntinum 
en eſſet Den:, ; We”! 
God is not the obje& of his joy,his thoughts, and medications; 
either: is he carzful and ſolicitous aboucheavenly and divine things being 
intentive about prophane. The beſt-tbings are ſhut onc of. his hearr; 
Intus exiſtens prohibet alienum z he lives asif there were no God, with 
no due ſenſe, awe, or reverence of the moſt Holy , and glorious God: 
Theſe men are moſt truly 49:0 iy 79 xoouw mpithont God in the World; 
Eph. a 12. hic labor, hoc opus. And therefore to get men to be recon- 
cileq ro God, this is a work indeed, a very difficult work : - Well might 
Paul ſay, who #s ſafficient for theſe. things .? | DES 
Herein conſiſts the great work of - Reconeiliation , when Parties be- 
tween whom hath been friendſhip., and afterwerd breaches made, then 
they are brought into favour agzin ; as S. Fernardtells-uisin his 3 2. Ser- 
mon ſuper Cantica, AuideFt reconciliatio, miſs jterata' animorum diſ- 
ſodentinm conciliatio? And the ſame Father tells ns, that there arethree 
co whom we ought to be reconciled, ToGod, Angels, and Men, Un: 
to Men by manifeſt deeds, clear and ſbining, which are to be wrovght 
before men oh. 3.21. Let your light ſo ſhine on ear:h to the glory: of 
yorr Father in-heaven. Matt 5.16. There's a demonſiration, Feed the 
hungry, relieve the Poor , There's another demonſtration, 
When this is done in Faith ; and in Obedience to the Commande- 
ments-- 
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ments of God ? 'tis one exgellenc way for rich mento lay up ſome of their 
- mg in heayen :- and then let cheir hearcs follow their treaſure thi- 
ere 
This is a brave noble way of giving Eartha tranſlation , and to im*+ 
prove every Alms and Penny to the beſt, laying upin ſtore-ſor them- 
ſelves, a good Foundation againſt the time tocome. That they may lay 
hold on eternal Life. 1 Tim, 6. 17,18,19. | 
: . Secondly, Unto Angels by hidden and ſecret ſigns, which are ſighs 
and groans, Angelorum delitiz Panitententium lacryme. and other 
ns of repentance which pleaſe and delight the Angels, who are ſenc 
about-Gods Meſlapes to this Earth, | 
; There's joy in the preſence of the Angels of God, over one ſinner that 
repenteth, Luke t5*10. And good Miniſters are glad too, when they 
can perceiveit, How glad was the holy Apoſtle when he perceived it in 
the Romass, andasked them , 1/hat fruit had ye then in thoſe things , 
whereof ye are now aſhamed ? Rom. 6 21, 
. Certainly, ſin isnota gainful way ; withoue .doubt, more men are 
impoveriſhed and beggered by ſinful courſes, then enriched ; fincannox 
be the way to Glory and Honour : for we dare_not 'avow bur fins, but 
ir: aſhamed of them, when they are done, fruicleſs, unprofitable before; 
ſhame and diſhonour after, | 
(* Mens Souls are deſperately ſick of fin, and at Deaths door , muſt we tell 
them of Heaven, and an immortal Crown , and Kingdom; before re- 
penting of their wickedneſſes,tillchey be firſt recoyered in ſome meaſure 
from che gall of bitterneſs, and bend of iniquity. AQs 8. 22. from the 
jaws of Hell, and ſnareof the Devil? Revive them with the Goſped, 
ore they be humbled with the Law ? Without any humiliation, repen- 
. tance, ſighs, andgrones,' certainly we cannot give you comfort, We 
Gare not apply the oyl of Conſolation, till we haye ſcoured your feſtred 
wounds with the ſharp wine of Reprehenſion. : 
: Be -not deceived," God is not mucked : for Whatſcever a man ſoweth that 
Pall be alſo reap. Gal. 6.7. C 4 | 
- If ye live ores the fleſh ye ſhall dye. Rom.$. 13, When Tniquity 
bath played her parc, then ſhall Vengeance leap upon the Stage. The 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. . Pal. 
9:17. And that with a Go ye Curſed into'everlaſting fire prepared far 
the Devil and his angels. Mat. 25.41; | i x 
. Could we behold your Cheeks blabbered with Tears, your Hands 
beating your Breaſts , like the poor penitent Publican. Zeke 18. 13. 
your,Cryes reſounding at Heaven Gates for mercy : or any = 
© E 2 ue 
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but perceive” your | Repentance 4nd Indighation againſt Sin; ++ ;- 


' Then ſhould we think ic bjgh time, : and ſeaſonable; to ſing as ſweer: 


ly as we can, of the tender mercies of God, andthe Riches of his grace; 
unto aMiaedg and broken ſpirits, X 
Thirdly, We muſt be reconciled ta God by Purity, ſingleneſs, and 


fincericy of heart, whereinthe perfeRion of the Goſpel doth conſiſt; ' 


Aat. FF. 8. Te Rs Hoy | 
-And nov: Men, Brechren;, and Fathers , with what words ſhall 1 


beſpeak -yow all, to livero that God from whom you ſhine 2 That 


when the Grave ſhall be open for you, Heaven may not be ſhuc a. 


giinſt you, O you that are yet aſleep in ſin, is it not high time for - 


you to awake ? Rom, 13. 11: And thac knowing the time, . that nowie 
1s high cime co awake our of ſleep. The fime of the _ the 
Goſpel which is a3 ic were the Dawning of that great everlaſting Day, 
the words ere an Alarm, or Symmons unto ſpiritual vigilancy, an aps 
peal to Conſcience for the neceſſity of the Duty : And now know- 


ing the time, the Propinquity and nearneſs of ſalvation, The night ; 


ar [4.1 
n uh the Heavens be all in flaming fire, 2 Theſ. 1, 8, and the Ele 
ments mele with ſervent heat, before you will begin to fear God + 
The Sun ſhined upon Sodom in the morning, and yet: the horrible 
wrath of God fell upon them before evening , and thy Soul may beio 
Hell before the next morning , as that rich Churls, who reckoned upon 
many yezrs, and had not a day to'live. Luk 12. 20. | 
- Shall the great Luminaries of Heaven,the Syn and the Moon be darken- 
edd Mat. 24 29. before that ſoul of thine be inlightened ? . And the 
Stars fall down from Heaven. , before thou wilt fall down. in-all humi- 
key before thy Maker, confefling and ferfaking thy fins > Shall the ves 
give up her Dead, before thouart alive ? and the Harveſt of the world 
£o come, beforethe Seeds of grace , ard eterna] life be! ſown in thy 
heart ?- art thou ſo dead, and;buried .in fin, that\no Sermon ſhall ſlr 
nor awaken thee? but the laſt Trumpet ſball ſound' before thou wilt 
hear > O wo to thee when thy days a1cended. Then the great Judg- 
ment, and Viſication will fall moſt dreadfolly upon thee. | 

And yet I declare unte you this trath in the name of God , that 
' there is not the worſt, the viteſt in the Congregation, that is come 
through the Providence of God, before God this day , but for oaght 
we- know it is poſſible , for thy ſins to be pardoned, for God to bere- 
conciled unto thee, and thy ſoul to be ſaved, though even now, an 
enemy ,. a rebel againſt God, a ſlave of ſin, and Satan, R 
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*;,Q thereſoro prize this: Dofrine of Reconciliaton ; preſer it above ' 
;your appointed food , as Fob did" the holy Scripture; yea, before thou. 
"ſands of gold and filver,-7ob 2 3. 12. | | 
For upon your forſaking a Courſe of fin, God will not onely par- 

gon yoll, let all Suits faſt, cancel all Bonds , quit all ſcores, but alſp 

ceceive. you into favour, | | | 

.. i Now:iherein che. Lord infinitely excelleth all the Princes of the Earth, 
_ If a Subje& offend his Prince, and his offence be hainous, and capital ; 
de accounteth ir a ſingular and* great fayour from his Prince, if -he 
can) de- pardoned , bur he fhall never be honoured more , neyer be 
araſtcd more; But now the Lord doth not onely pardon preat ſin- 
vers ; upon true. repentance, but he highly hotours them, . and Crowns 
them with very glorious Rewards, and the choiceft Joys, and Delights 
that heart can wiſh, * | 

: *And this may be ſaid with all grateful commemoration, and great 
trath , chat when by Divine Providence, Almighty God the Father 
' _ of all Mercies, returned our moſt dread Sovereign unto us the Peo- 
gle of .Eng/aud,, to the-execytion of his Kinply Office; he did not 
onely pardon many Offenders , but hath alſo honoured them with ti- 
tks of qualiry, and placesof traſt, | 
>» 1 will Anſwer but one ObjeRion, and ſo I will draw to a 

.. Concluſion, 
'1What infinite Pity. is it to conſider, how ſome forſake all Religion, 
becauſe the 'Preachers do not 'Apree; or becauſe the Lives of Profeſa 
ſersgive ſome offence ? 2.3 | 
Bat certainly there-jis no Cavſe why they ſhould tniſlike the Word 
for = Preacher , or why they ſhould deſpiſe Religion for the Pro- 
kllor, | 
© Recauſe the Word and Religion, are not theirs which Preach it, 
and Profels ir, ' bot Gods. el YEE 
!\'The- Seed ſown in good 'Gronnd, may grow, although the Sower 
bad a-dirty Hand ; Gold: Crowns and Scepters are excellent things , 
athough they. may be ( ſometimes ) in the hands of thieves. 

+ There is nothing more frequent, then for the Laity to Patronize 
their/ſins ppon the example of others, and to fortifie cheir pro- 
pluacneſs from; the infirmiries. of their Teachers, Wicked men loye 
that-inthe Sziots, 'which the Saints never loved themſelves : And is 
thit-wiſdom fora man to make their Foyl his Jewel 2 their Shame his 


; 
;A Miniſters liſe'is bad, therefore his DoArine is falſe, O this is an 
ih Non ſequitur. Perſona 
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. where no viſion is the people periſh. 


| Perſonal offerces ſuſpend not the Power-of -the Holy Ghoſt ; but th© 
bleſſing of Heaven goes along; with the Office,- and FunRion, I ſpeck 
nor this for any one to take liberty to fin, bur for the ſatisfaQion of 
ſome, and for the veriſying of the truth, | 5 of | 

The Ordinances of ' God , become effeQual means of Salyation, not 
by any virtue meetly ia themſelves, or in him that doch Adminiſter 
them, but onely.by the 'bleſling of Chriſt; and the working ot his 
Spirit. | kh 
Now the Lord is not neceff.rily tyed to afford his Preſence,and to ma- 
nifeſt his Power always inthem; for God is a free. Agent,, and inftra- 
menta in divinis operantur acſi non operantur. And if God withdraw 
himſelf, there is no more Power nor Majelly in them, but a bare .em- 
pty outſide, and no more. ' IS e131065 715 

Preacking is the. Power of God unto Salvation, if'the:Lord diſcover 
bimſelf, without which .itis no -more: Powerful then the breath of a 
man , yet God hath tyed us to the word, and Ordinances; Becauſe 
it is the food of the ſoul, therefore as if you take away food. from the 
body , it will pine ;-ſo without Preaching, the People will 'famiſh, ſor 

And O what a miſerable thing it is, when a Land is derkened, and 
and the glory is departed ? O the dreadful effets that will follow the 
Contempt of Gods Ordinances, and his Miniſters. When the Prophets 
went from 7eraſalem, then Sword, and Famine , ahd Peſtilence, and 
all the Plagues of God rained upon them, . even as Fire came downup- 
on Sodom ſo ſoon as Lot was gone Out : And yet our Tribe is a hated 
T:ibe. Of all Offices, the Office of a Reprover is moſt unwelcome, 
for that men love.their ſin, and their Juſts as their lives. 
_ Gods faithful Miniſters, as they are ſet up by God in a ſpeci! 
manner to oppoſe, and. beat down the Kingdom of ſin, and Satan; fo 
uſually they are ſingled out by the Devil and his: Inſtruments , as the 
principal Butts againſt which the invenomed Arrows of Malicious hearts 
are moſt direed. And therefore not onely Serpentine Wiſdom, and 
Dove-like Innocency is neceflary for them, ' aboye others : alſo Cou- 
rage and Magnanimity , not to fear the faces of Men : Sanity and 
Holine's : but alſo Diligence and indefatigableneſs in that great Work 
which God imployes them about. ' St. Pax! who was the moſt famous 
Preacher, and inſtrument of Gods glory , next to Chrift , that ever 
was in the world, yet counted an Enemy anto the Galatians , for that 
he told them the Trath. Gal, 4. 16, and 9T«4p0ndy©@ a Babler with 
the Philoſophers of Achens; The deadlieſt that Demofhenes beſtowed 
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| Ban amongſt us may be a Rabbi, Learned-in the. Laws , Converſanc 
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upon: e£/ehines , and the . beſt 'the Athenians could: afford: St, Pant. 
".-Micaiah was hated, becauſe he dealc truely with Abab. The 
braveſt Deacon that ever the' world bred , was half a: Martyr in the 
Pulpit. As 7. 54. | 

But alchough eyery baſe fellow ſtop his ear and harden his heart , 

ainſt the God of Heaven , and will not obey. our Meſſage , which 
we bave from God : yet.in a faithful diſcharge of our duty, we ſhall 
be. glorious in-the eyes of God, and if. we cannot pet .them to the 
Banquet, yet we ſhall be welcome without, them. we are wnto God 
(faith the Apoſtle) a ſweet ſavonr of © hrift in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh. 2 Cor.2,15. The faithful Miniſters labour whether it 
bit.or miſs; is accepted of God, for as he who perſwadeth to evil, 
be it Hereſie , or Treaſon, is puniſhed,” although he do not prevail, 
becauſe he intended it, for that he did labour it; | 

'So he that doth his.beſt co win men to heaven, though he effe&t« 
«hb not what he deſired , though he hath laboured in vain, and fpenc 
his {;rength in vain ( amongſt men ). yet he ſhall be accepted, and his 
teward- ſhall be with God. | 
.Fbus though our Calling is- deſpiſed of men, yet it is' honourable 
with God 2 3 

Even as the Ambaſſadour. of a King plorieth in this, that he cometh 
notas4 private. perſon, - but as the Kings: Ambaſſadour, and becauſe 
of. this Dignity, - that he is the Kings Ambaſſadour ,. he is honoured, 
aod ſet in. the higheſt place, which honour ſhould not be given. bim, if 


 - be came as a private perſon. 


$0 a Miniſter of: the ' Goſpel, like the Kidgs Ambaſſadour, muſt 
magnifie his Office and Calling, for that he glorieth not in himſelf; 
but in the King which: hath ſent him ; whoſe: Authority he defireth to 


| be honoured ,-and magnified. | 


Now let us all-ſtand and admire. at the' infinite grace and fayour of 
God, the Father of all Mercies, in beſtowing upon us, the People of 
England , ſuch great; and' manifold Bleſſings, as our Anciedr” Go- 
vernment , pablick Peace, much Plenty, Proſperity - within 0xr Palaces, 
Mal, 122. 7, But amonſt all our joys, none ſhould:more fill our 
hearts, -and cauſe them to runover with thankfuineſs, then the bleſ- 
ſedcontinuance of the Preaching of Gods facred Word amongſt us; / 
- The-Dew lies not onely upon Grdrons: Fleece, upon ſome-particu+ 
lar perſons, but it is diſperſed generally , all the Kingdom over : 
Every. man may take S. A»ftinr counſel, Tolle lege, Tolle lege ; every 


_. 


on 
* 
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in the boly Sctiptures, __ Ry . 
thac through the infinite goodneſs of God; out. Pritices ate*Chriſtians 
there is not that Perſecurion,. Religion. is not diſtarbed, 'we are n+ 
compelled to manifeſt the proof of our Faith by harder trials, # ye. 
ff evin unto blood _ againſt fin, Heb. 12, 4, Sedling co the 
eruth with our blood, asthat holy Martyr /gnatizs , and many others 
did. G14 Thu mis Qudy paprveice kejerudnl; wil; One, In girly an 
©i7 xj di afdr7er Pntior dAiIruas, Ird zavepds dpr@* Dd dpe3s And 
when he came. to the wild Beaſts co be devoured'of them , and his 
bones cruſhed between their Teeth, ſaith he v5 4poper partyrhg; Jive, 
Now | begin to be a Chts, ian, Jgnat. Epiſt.ad Row, | - 
 Inthe Hiſtory of the #aldenſer , they petitioning, That ſeeing it 
was. permitted to the: $Suracexy, and Ta ks,and Fowe,who are mortal E- 
nemies to Chriſt, and the baſeſt People in che  orid, ro dwell peactubly 
in the. faiteſt Cities of Chriſtendom 3 that Picy, and Compaſſion might 
be ſhewed unto them, who have cheir whole. Religion founded bpon 
the Goſpt], and worſhipping the Lord Jeſus; and-thar they might 
be ſuffered to live quietly in deſolate Mountains, and Deferts, and Val; 
leys,:- profeſiing that they would live in all fear, and reverence of God, 
with all due ſubjeQion to their Lord and Prince, and to his Lieute: 
ants, and Officers; and yet this Petition" coald norbe pranted: 

- The Church of God was ſo obſcared-, as it. was not to- be ſought 
for in any external pomp in Pablick places ; but in Priſbtis, and Dens; 
Ws in tet , & exteriors: Pompa , ſed potina 1": Spelanecs, & Cutts 
FIDHs, | . 4-014 PPS 
- Why then area' generation ſo-angry and difpleaſed ? like forub, 
that did even Chide with God. By how much rhe leſs we are inout 
Paſſive obedience, by ſo much the more let us bein our Afive, Let 
that firength be laid out for Gods glory, which -might haye been 
ſpent.in ſuffering 'the Wrath of God, or the rape” and fury of wicked 


. - Ard let us all be earneſt with God, for His Chateh;, That the Gates 
of Hefl may not prevail againft it , That the Lord would make bis 
People ten thouſand times more then they ate; and ificreaſe theit 
Graces; as. 'well'- as add: to' their -number,' Thar '#{-che *Nations 
of _ the: World may ſee the Salvacion of >God ; that rhe Tord Jeſts 
om ſce of |the Travel 'of 'hjs Soul , and be latls- 
--- That the Word of God. may be. as Klorions ,- and 2v'rfivch prized 
by bs the prople of Eng lovd,av ever it was by anyNationſince thewrorid 

| | 


That 
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; That the Ordinances of God may be-in ſo much Power , 
and- Purity , Beauty, Splendor and: Glory , that Godlineſs, and - 

' the powerful Profeſſion of ic, may be more Honourable, ther 

'. ever it hath been Contemp!:ible, 

« That chrough the power of the - Goſpel. and our. careful Ga- 
vernment , 'the- Mouth of Wickednefs and Prophaneneſs may be ſibpe 

_ ped, and ſubdued, and whatſoever is contrary unto+ ſound. Do- 

' Qrine, and unto holy. Practice. | | 
-/ That the Lord would be pleaſed co bleſs onr moſt dread Sovereign 
Lord the King, with many and happy Dayes; Enrich his Royal 
heart with many ſingular: and extraordinary Graces, make him as 
an Angel of God; a man after his own heart, and an Excellenr 
Spixie of Government, that he may ſtill know how to go in and 
out before ſo great a People; and may be the Wonder of the- 
World in this-Latter Ape, for- Happineſs, and true felicity,, to the 
honour of the- great God, and the good of his Church, | 

That our Nobility may be Loyal, and Faithful, men of ho-- 
lmeſs and Religion, - ſparkling» with ter thouſand Glories, Vertnes, 
#nd' Graces ; while they- oblige their Servants, Tenants, and' the- 

\ Countrey: rourid-abeut them, by their holy Example to the praice 
of Piety, and the fearof God. 

..- "That our Tzdger may be as at the firff, and onr Connſellinrs as. 
#1 the beginning, Ila; , 26; like Moſes, foſina; &c, Impartially 
Execute Gods Judgments upon the: Enemies of the- Church', and 
fiithfully adminiſter :Juſlice- among the People; no unrighteouſneſs 
in Judgment ; but ru» down as Waters, and Righteonſneſy as a: 
mighty Stream. Amos 5.24. That there may be no complaining in | 
. our ſtreets, | 
- That our inferiour Magiſtrates may be Able men; [nch ar fear 
God;  Men-of Trath hating Coverouſneſs. Exod, 18.21. 

-/Our Gentry Sober , Vigilant , Temperate-in'all things; That they 
may: Run in- that, heavenly Race ſet before them in the + Holy 
Scriptures , and ſo obtain an Incorrnptible Crown.” 1 COT; g.. 24, 


_ | 
| Gar Miniſters all'as ſo many burning- Lights, Paſtors-after Gods 
own /hearc, | | | 

- Our -Right Reverend: Biſhops, - and 'Governours- of 'the-Cliurch;, 
mica Chriſt, che Biſhop of their Souls. ' | 
[4 BY : People receiving Gods Truth, in the Love thereof, and: 
bn the power thercof, men of yy Innocency, and —_— 


. _ 


_ 
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| The gloſs of Profeſſion without Sincerity , will off in a Storm , 
when a man hach-not the Root, and principle of grace in him. Mer 
13, 2T, 4s ? 0 

ut where this is, it obligeth a man cloſe to his Duty, both to 
God and Man. If Iam Repenerate, and truely ſanRified ; I do 
good Works how, and whenſceyer occafien is offered : As, 

If I be @ Miniſter -of, the, Word ; I obey the inward Calling of the 
Spirit, I accept the outward Calling of the Church ; 1 Preach Ab; 
ſolution. of ſips tO every Penitent Soul , 1 offer the Seals of Reconci- 
liation to every Cohtrite ſpirit; I Comfort the Broken: hearted. 

If I be a Houſholder, I govern my Family , I bring up my Chil. 
dren in the knowledge and fear of Ged. 

If 1; bea Magiſtrate ,; the Charge that is given me from aboye, 1 
diligently execure. [2 5, 

If I beg Servant; Ido my Maſters buſineſs faithfully. | 

If I be a Subjet, I live in obedience uneo my Prirce $ - For the 
ſame Commandement that binds and obliges unto the Fear of God, 
bindeth alſo co Honour the: King. 1 Per, 2. 17. to give honour and 
obedience in « ſpecial manner unto che higbeſt Magiſtrate , ſo chat be 
which hatb not perforced the latter of- theſe Duties, is not to be thought 
to have performed the other ſincerely. 

Duty binds us to give obedience to Evil Princes, in Conſciency of 
Gods Ordinance ; And as gn Evil Subjeq ſerves. God for bis Princes 
ſake, ſo a good abject ſerves his. Prince for Gods ſake. . 

- Thus: Obedience: is given, if' not; Privcips, yet Principatss ; if not 
tothe Perſon; yet to the Office, . | EE 

Therefore in the fear of God, let us give all due obedience nnto Aue 
thority; be men of meek and quiet fpirits, in imitation of. Chriſt, 
and according to-his Command; gz; 1 1.:29. who hath alſo intailed 
ſuch a bleſſing upon: ſuch;perſongas imports all good things:.. ſat.5.5. 
\\... Is it not infinitely: better; tobe a; peace Maker; then a peace Break- 
er ? ;They that hive in abedienceunto Governmesr, have the Bleſſing, 
Benefit, and ProteRian of,, Government, 

Whereas it is the property of wicked men to be unquiet, reſtleſs, 
ſych 3s gre without, exme-- Peace; in themſclyes, -and-ſeek. to:diſturb. or 
moleſt others, as the word &yw7 in the firſt P/a/mr ſignifies, 
And therefore the Laws of. the Kingdom'do dftentimaes moſt d . 
jy take hold of them, O how / may: fock-perfons, be: «ſhamed to. 
Ive; andefraid to dye? when :the whole Creation: may proce ;; and 


cravaile inpen.by:xeafanal theirſina? |Þ 1.22, 212. 


; 


o Set 
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Set your hearts now unto theſe things, for what <4 on Hops, wf G 
or Crown of Rejoycing ? are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord fe- 
ſu Chrift, at hu Coming * Ye are our Glory and ?oy. 1 Thel, 2.19, 
20. Weep in ſecret for all Abominations you ſee committed. Let 
our Reverend Vifitors now ſet their faces againſt all iniquity , that no 
fin may be Countenanced, to Eclipſe the glory of this Solemnity ; 
that with the glorious Company of the Apoſtles : The goodly Fellow- 
ſhip of the Prophets ; The noble Army of Martyrs : And the 
Holy Church throughout all the world > We may arrive to that Ge- 
zral, Honourable , and Glorious Aſſembly, Heb. 12,23. to Celebrate 


the Praiſes of God z, and give bim due thanks world without end, 


Amen. 
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